Sacramento Area Beekeepers Association

N N The Bee Linen n

20090 Issue 11 November 2009

2009 CLuB OFFICERS

Mentors’ Tips for November

Check your bees for honey and pollen stores to ensure they have enough for
the winter months. If food appears inadequate, you can supplement with
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Mission Statement:

T , Some of the raffle prize are to be: (1) year SABA dues, hive tools,
0 promote interest

in, and awareness of, the vital garden stakes, gift certificates, and a 50/50 raffle.
importance of the honeybee .. |
and beekeeping to agriculture, This is a great event!

commerce, and the public at
large.
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PRESIDENT & CORNER

Thanks go to those who have stepped forward and accepted
leadership positions for the next year. New and difficult chal-
lenges await you.

Brian Fishback as President, will bring more energy and
dedication to the table than most of you can even imagine.
Quietly and without fanfare Brian has made numerous public
presentations, volunteered to assist with the beekeeping
classes, assisted with the Open House, gone into the com-
munity to assist folks who believe they have a feral bee issue
and attended every Executive Board and General member-
ship meeting since he joined.

Mil Sutter will have a steady and competent hand as Treas-
urer, a position that takes careful attention to detail and a
person of absolute integrity. Mil is a perfect fit for that SABA
position.

Joseph Watkins as Secretary, again a quiet kind of guy 1
but working behind the scene has cataloged the various
SABA assets so when we need to know who has what, a call
to Joseph had provided the answer.

There is one problem; the office of Vice President is being
vied for by two very qualified members. Kathy Waldorf and
Anita Winn (presented in alpha order). Either will bring stel-
lar qualifications to the position.

While only one can be VP there is another equally important
position that will need to be filled with Mil moving to Treas-
urer . Some one wil|l need t
non-elected position. It is that person who puts the face on
SABA by striving to assure that each visitor receives informa-
tion about SABA and when folks join they get the member-
ship, Mentor and Partners list. Also in some sharing arrange-
ment with the Treasurer ma i
list. Hopefully either of these two candidates will be willing to
take on this important task. What a wonderful conclusion, in
my most humble opinion, that would make. The talents of
both of these women adding strength to SABA.

Be at the meeting and vote.
ship qualifies for a vote. That meaning; those of us who have
ifamilyd membership
membership, not one vote for each person who is part of that
membership

MEETING LOCATION

While we have had brief telephone discussions, as of this
writing we have not formally met with the City of Sacramento
Parks Dept to discuss the fee issue ($50 per hour for the
meeting room) that is the new policy of the Parks Dept. We
have been checking other options that | will not include here
at this time.

This new fee potential obliviously has a serious effect on the
financial considerations that the Executive Board and the
membership will deal with over the coming year.
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WHICH ROOM DO WE MEET IN

We will make another try at meeting in the larger room, on
the opposite side of the entry hall to what we have been ac-
customed too. While that was supposed to be the case in
October, some how the word did not get to the people who
needed to know. | have been assured that in November they
will get it right. So again if you walk into an exercise or
dance class you are in the wrong room

TRAINING CLASSES

The class scheduled for Saturday December 5, is as of 11-3-
2009 nearly filled. Twenty five will be the maximum number
and paid enrollment (the only kind of enroliment there is) is
currently at nineteen. So if you desire to attend this Serge
Labesque beginning class call me (Ernie Buda) right away to
get signed up. Please be advise that the December 5 class is
full.

Bruce Waln is working on scheduling the remaining four begin-
ning and two intermediate classes that will follow in 2010.
We are trying to time the classes so that there will be one
each from Serge and Randy (Oliver) both before and after the
nor mal time that package bee
mediate classes by Dr Eric Mussen and Serge will follow.

UC DAVIS LAUCHHES BEE BIOLOGY WEB SITE

In late summer of this year UC Davis, Harry H. Laidlaw Jr.
Hendy Bee Résedrch Pabiigyrmbldretied vl it tha€vilitbe
a oOone stopd information cen
tive bees. The web site will allow UCD staff to provide infor-
mation, answer questions and highlight their studies and dis-
coveries about bees. It will high light the importance of bees

i th@ ehvirdniet Nof f i ci al 06 member sh
In addition to the wide variety of specific information about
bees, it also contains a pho

bee information sources through out the world.

Rérme himeire yo rbleye g aeiadmd mennch eurd-e
(Manager of the Laidlaw center), bee breeder M. Kim Fondrk
and HapgetrDazs ostdostora scholar Michelle Flenniken, an
insect virus researcher.

Check it out, another great resource of beekeepers

http://beebiology.ucdavis.edu

)
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OCTOBER MINUTES AND PROGRAM NOTES

The Meeting of the Sacramento Area Beekeepers Association was
called to order by President Ernie Buda at 7:30 p.m. on October 20,
2009, at the Belle Cooledge Community Center.

Ernie welcomed new members, visitors, and one long time member
who was able to attend her first meeting.

VP Dave Ogden introduced The Program--a panel of very experi-
enced SABA mentors to take questions and talk about what should
be going on now in the beeyard: George Bleekman (mentor coordi-
nator,) Fred Stewart, Bob Sugar and Ron Parsons. Presented.
Thanks to the panel for the sage and valuable advice.

After a break the Business Meeting began at 9:13 p.m.
The Minutes for September were approved. Moved George Bleek-
man, Russel Dalske, 2™,

Treasurer Dennis Larson gave the Treasurer's Report. SABA has
five thousand dollars in a CD, and a checking balance of $1,654.60.
Dennis noted that classes and dues grossed (i.e., before deducting
costs etc.,)_ over $10K this year.

Nominations were held for 2010 SABA officers. Elections will be held
at the November meeting. The following persons were nominated:

For President--Brian Fishback nominated by David Ogden, 2™ by
Fred Steward.

For Vice President--Kathy Waldorf by Brain Fishback, 2n by Ro-
chelle Cruz. Anita Winn was nominated by Brenda Terry, 2m by Rus-

sel Dalske. Bruce Waln was nominated by Dennis Larson, 2™ by
Brian Fishback. Bruce respectfully declined the nomination.

For Secretary--Joseph Watkins, nominated by Dennis Larson and
2" by Brenda Terry.

For Treasurer--Mil Sutter was nominated by Ernie Buda with a 2™
by Dennis Larson>

Thus, absent any declinations or other surprises, your slate for
SABA officers in November will have contested office, the Vice
President. The club is very grateful to all those who serve in any
capacity, and to these nominees who are willing to take SABA
into the future.

A long discussion of the travails of finding a new, hopefully free,
place to meet followed.

Your undersigned reported on the successful SABA presence at
the Elk Grove Giant Pumpkin Festival, with thanks to Fred Stew-
art, Ron Melluish and George Bleekman for honey samples for
the public, and to George, the Melluishes, the Erwins, and Russel
Dalske for running the booth.

Rod Oswalt will look into getting SABA on United Way or other
program so folks can designate tax deductive gifts at work, with
possible matching funds. Great idea.
The meeting adjourned late in the evening on the motion of Rus-
sel Dalske. There were 68 SABA members and friends at the
meeting.

Respectfully submitted, Ron Melluish, Secretary

SPIDER REPLY BY ERIC MUSSEN

Can you give me any suggestions on things that | can do to reduce my black widow problem? | found maybe 8 or 9 huge black wid-
ows under the screen bottom boards, they have been feasting. They are relentless and | don't know how to give them an incentive to
stay away.

If the spiders were simply offspring of the previous generation in your apiary, we might be able to accomplish something by killing the
current inhabitants. However, you may have noticed on some breezy days white, long wisps of spider web floating through the air.
That is the way that newly hatched spiderlings distribute themselves throughout the environment. Black widows use that method.
So, they are "ballooning" into your area and crawling around until they find an undisturbed, dimly lit, protected spot to set up her web.
Your hives are presenting those environments. If it happens that spider food comes into the area, all the better. | bet you will find a
bunch of the white spider droppings under the hives, too.

If you look frequently, you can find the spiders when they are smaller, but they are simply a part of the natural environment, and |
don't know how to keep them away from beehives. As you might guess, most California beekeepers suffer numerous black widow
bites over their careers. Each consecutive bite is less traumatic than the previous one. Our beekeepers don't fear those bites nearly
as much as they fear rattle snakes that frequently spend their days under the beekeepers' pallets. Eric.
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Remember you 2010 SABA dues are due by January 1, 2010.
Membership Due Structure
SABA membership is 12 months JanuaryDecember
1 The annual dues are $15.00 per person
91 Dues being paid from January-August will be the current $15.00.
1 Those joining during the last four months of the year will pay $20.00. Five dollars for the remainder of the current year
and $15.00 for the following year.
9 Dues payment will be required by March 1st of each year
9 Dues that have not been paid by March 1 of each year will be placed on a non -active list.
Member ship includes: di scounted rate for educational cl
SABA Mentor List, extensive library use, and unlimited friendships.
P e e e e e e e e — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— —— —— ———— "
SABA 2010 Membership Coupon
Name(s)*:

as s e

Business Name:

Mailing Address:

|
|
|
l
|
|
i
|
l
|
City, State Zip:* :
|
|
|
|
|
|
l
|

E-mail Address*: Phone #*: ( )
or Renewing __ Want to receive newsletter by: Email __ or Postal (check one)
Current level of beekeeping activity:
Privacy Notice: To facilitate sharing of information anddintg&rpOn

member names, cities or zips of residence ( not street addresses), email addresses, and phone numbers. This summary list is only
disseminated to current SABA members (never to other persons or organizations) and is not posted on the website Your informa-

tion (noted by * above) will be included unless you check (following line(s)) that you do not want your ___ email address and /or
____phone number listed. (Note that the complete membership list is made accessible to SABA officers and committees as nece s-

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

: New
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

: sary for them to do their tasks.)

I Complete this, clip it out, and mail it with your $15 check (made out to SABA), to
|
I

SABA c/o Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies, 2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA 95818, Attn: SABA Treasurer.
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CHILI ROASTED SALMON

4 (4 oz each) salmon fillets

1 Tablespoon balsamic vinegar
1 Tablespoon honey

1 teaspoon chili powder

salt to taste

Place salmon on lightly greased baking sheet or broiler pan. Season with salt. In small bowl, combine

vinegar, honey and chili powder; mix well. Spread mixture evenly over fish. Roast at 400 defree for 10
to 15 minutes or until fish flakes when tested with fork

ALWAYS WANTED: Your contributions of articles, websites, recipes, tips, questions, book reviews, ads
and other bee -related items for future newsletters. Email them to the Brenda Terry by the 30th of the

month at btbuzz@gmail.com or mail to SABA, 8424 Arcaro Court, Citrus Heights, CA 95610. Please keep
sharing your stories.

GO TREELESS : Sign up for the emailed (pdf) newsletter. Just email btbuzz@gmail.com, subject -l i ne 0Treel ess. 6

To bee or not to bee, that is the question that | ask of thee.
If you have purchased bees, equipment, supplies and have discovered this may not bee the time for you to bee
raising bees, | would like to purchase your supplies or hives.
Please give me a call Brian Fishback 916 -709-0686

NEED HELP WITH YOUR BEES?
Rookie bee enthusiast in the Orangevale area would like to volunteer assistance to an active beekeeper near
the Orangevale/Fair Oaks/Citrus Heights area in exchange for sharing knowledge about beekeeping. Please

contact Nicki Goldman at (916) 987 -8680 or email at: nicollegoldman@comcast.net

FOR SALE: Cowan wax cappings Auger (like new) (530) 677 -2185 Robert Pflieger (SABA member)

FREE JARS - | have collected a lot of small and medium -size jars (from jams, relishes, peanut butter, etc.) that
are good for bottling honey but more than | can use or store. Want some? E -mail me the size(s) and number
you're looking for and I'll let you know what | have and where to pick them up.

Contact: Georgianna at dugongs@sbcglobal.net

November Meeting Topic

The Nov. speaker will be Alex Silchuk from Mann Lake Ltd in Woodland Ca.
Alex can give some insight into European beekeeping practices and problems.

He will be also open to questions regarding Mann Lake's operations here in the United States.
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FALL CLEAN UP AND PREPARATINS FOR SPRING

What | wish | had done a few months ago

PART |
OWi shingo6 i s NOT-basedstategyi Mary baeleeepkrs, especially the hobby type, approach beekeeping as something
that can be put off until another day, perhaps tomorrow, and when tomorrow dawns another task appears more imperative so the bees
and anything related are put off for yet another day. In some cases of management this may work for some tasks and for a lim ited

amount of time, but when one works with living organisms, waiting can prove fatal and often costly to the bottom line.

I'n the business of Real Estate, oO0location, Il ocation, | ostubhasioen 6
time proven to be a key ingredient for success. Si mi | ativle,yproaci n
tived, or keeping ahead of the bees & maintaining sanity atDoyohe
ever feel rushed in working with the bees? Following is what one beekeeper feels is necessary to manage his apiary in the fa Il of each
year. Without question, ask another beekeeper and you will receive, free of charge, other effective ways to manage the apiar y. The
bottom line is select and choose the management strategies best suiting the needs of your bees and your available time and ob jectives.
Remember, this is agriculture and the natural clock does not slow down or stop simply because you have other priorities.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

The Bees Take care of your bees and they will take care of you.

Your bees are the reason you are a beekeeper. They deserve your most dedicated attention, year round and especially moving i nto the
winter months.

THE COLONY . The woodenware 0 brood box, frames and foundation, supers, inner cover, top cover, screened bottom board, hive

stand, etc., provide a home for the bees which should be the best you can offer. Inspect your brood box & supers for durab  ili ty. Is the
wood rotten at the joints or along the top and or bottoms of the sides? Is the woodenware weathered with the paint peeling? Have you
cleaned the overmind from the joints and unions of the boantods rmy
those areas where the boards come together on the outside/ inside, but be careful not to compromise the wood by being too zea  lous. The
wood will ignite!

Now is the time to discard or repair and paint your investment. Rain coupled with cold weather and dry rot will put your bee s at risk.
Remember, youdre the |l andlord and as such are responsi bl e ffiHome
Depot and other stores, mistakes in preparing custom paints are sometimes made. Their mistake is your chance at a discount. Paint
the woodenware with exterior | atex of a good quality and rantmeldb
at discount prices from Loweds or Home Depot.....col ors tthoaHe rdeo
am, knock me overo6, or o0 | am a potential threat to the neriigkhd.o
EXTRACTING . Have you extracted your honey? Extraction methods are a matter of choice dependent upon location, time, ambient
temperature, number of frames involved, equipment availability, equipment cost, etc. The subject of extraction is an issue, if explored
here, would make this article too long. | extract only once a year in September and although this may seem late, we still enjoy warm
days even into October. However, as we move through Oc t o bceess toy
a heated honey house or similar site. My honey house is not heated so | must take advantage of the heat build up within the b uil ding
on hot summer days. Cold weather is NOT a good time for extraction because honey becomes very viscous and may crystallize at
|l ower temperatures. Once most of your honey is out of the comp,
must be cleaned out before storage. ** One cleaning method would be to place the wet comb/frame in an empty super and place tha  t
super on the hive from which it came. When the hive bees have cleaned most of the honey from the wax, remove and freeze the
frames/comb for 48 or more hours (even all winter if you wish) then either store the frame/comb for spring use or if the comb is dam-
aged, remove the damaged comb and store it in a sealed container
*Try wood screws instead of nails because these are less likely to work their way out over the extended life of the hive
**Robbing may become a problem. To reduce the robbing stimulus (destructive to weak hives) it is not sound practice to leave  the wet comb in the open
apiary. However, | find that during a honey flow open comb with honey often goes untouched.

for melting, either with your solar melter (summer only) ousesaNa®
moth eggs are nearly always present in comb with honey and pollen and will hatch if not killed by freezing. Storing comb with honey
and pollen residue is similar to inviting wax moths to an nbeadcl

complished by utilizing PARADICHLOROBENZENE moth balls available at WalMart (read the product contents on the box) as a
winter control for wax moths. In a well ventilated area, place several balls in an old, clean sock with no holes then tie it at the open
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end. Place this sock on the top bar(s) of the highest super over all the boxes beneath.* Seal the entire stack with plasti ¢ sheet-
ing. How long? All winter if you desire. These units must be aired out at least two days before their use in the spring. Residue
in the wax? Minimal if at all. When spring rolls around the balls will have completely sublimated and as the temperature in-

creases the wax moth may again attack the stored comb. Of course if you have a giant freezer you can freeze all of the frame S
for the entire winter season. | purchased a small chest freezer for this very purpose.

FEEDING FOR FALL : Detecting the availability of forage in the fall is sometimes difficult. Watch the foraging bees as they

enter the hive. Are they bringing in lots of pollen in their pollen sacs? Inspecting the hive for stored food may be adequa te but
to be proactive | begin feeding my bees a constant supply of cane sugar water, 2 parts sugar to 1 part water brought almost to

a mild boil. Let the solution simmer until the fluid i din-Bfore
fall and early spring feeding as a proactive strategy which will a) along with pollen substitute allow a fall build up of f ood if
needed, b) support fall brood building (October is very,cl at
control Nosema ceranae & Nosema apis . Nosema is a small unicellular gut parasite that will destroy the colony. Before

adding the Fumagillin -B to the solution the fluid must cool to the touch. This preparation is expensive, but not as expensive as

losing a hive. | am unable to detect Nosemaceranaebecause there are no external symptd
pecto6 the parasite may be present. Directions for prepar aemi
for feeding sugar water is simple. | use a 76 mm (3 inch) door lock drill to cut a hole in my top covers. The hole accepts a nin-
verted Mason Jar &itsscrew -on cover . I do not use the owell typedé interna
visual inspection for fluid level without opening the outer cover. | also deliver either real pollen or a pollen substitute ( patties)
such as Mega Bee or similar. There are several pollen substi
your chanced6 are the code words. I f the bees do not acceepse
feeding for a time until they will accept it. Also, your delivery system may not be attractive to the bees so you will have to ex-

periment and choose the method which best fits your strategy.

PARASITES: Varroa. There are many parasites which plague honey bees and | will address only varroa in this section. Using

one or more of the several methods** of detecting varroa in your hive(s), a beekeeper can and MUST BE proactive in treating

for this destructive parasite. You MUST reduce the adult parasite load prior to moving into winter. | use a natural product

call ed, API GUARD. The delivery system is simple. Each tred
an inch high. Inside the container is a gel like substance, Menthol, which releases fumes as it works to cause mite drop. A n-

other natural system is called API LIFE VAR which is thymol in the form of an evaporated tablet. Both are expensive methods
to use compared to the relative costs of powered sugar. | find APIGUARD to work effectively as a control. No treatment ap-

pears to ocuredé6 the problem of the mites and oO6control 6 itop tHh
cover of the hive must be raised with a 0shi mé appr oxi matdel
by making your own shims. I recycle old hive bodies by siic
mensions of the top rim of any standard hive. ~ When one shim is placed on the top rim of the hive to be treated, the top

cover will be elevated approximately 1 IJ+6 hi ghe€Thisidamadequdteh e t
space to place a container with dry protein substitute (or protein patty) container as well as the APIGUARD (or other) canist er.

My strategy is to employ this method twice yearly, once in the spring and once in the fall.

There are many more tasks before you are ready for the colder parts of the year. Other management tasks can be accomplished
during the winter months when the bees are not as demanding of your attention. Part Il of this article will address some of

these o0choresdé along with hive site | ocation, hive alignm#dant
tion, varmits, cleaning frames, rewiring and foundation embedding and more if space permits. If there is a topic you would | ike
to have me address, fell free to send an e -mail to me at Bleekman@surewest.net. | am by no means an expert, but will attempt

to provide reasonable answers to your questions if | feel qualified.

Cheers and keep those bees healthy and happy. George Bleekman, SABA Mentor

* Paradichlorobenzene fumes are heavier than air and will settle to the lowest level in the hive during the fumigation procedur e

**Refer to detailed instructions in most up to date beginner bee texts. Back issues of BEE CULTURE and
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL also present articles on this issue.
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

SABA3s r egul araremadehe ithindgTeesday
of each month at 7:30 p.m., at the Belle Cooledge Com-
munity Center, 5699 South Land Park Drive (on the
southeast corner of Fruitridge Road and South Land
Park Dr) in Sacramento. All are welcome!
Tues., Nov 17th SABA Meeting, 7:30 pm Meeting
American Honey Producers Association
The 2010 AHPA Convention will be in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia. Convention dates are January 5 -9, 2010. Fur-
ther information at:
http://www.americanhoneyproducers.org

REMINDER Deadline for CSBA Convention Pre -
registration is November 4, 2009.

IMPORTANT!! Make your reservations at the San
Diego Hilton Resort & Spa by October 31, 2009 in order
to get the CSBA rate of $139 + tax & free parking. For
hotel reservations call (800) -HILTONS & give code CSB

Welcome New Members

Thomas & Karen Hoffmann, Placerville
Mark lkehara, Sacramento
Karen Koelker, Fair Oaks

Mitchell Kellogg, Shingle Springs
Alison Pillsbury, Auburn
William & Sharon Norton, Sacramento

Here are some Internet links to some very good Internet sites for
beekeeping.

http://www.beemaster.com/
http://lwww.beesource.com/point -of-view/
http://beenatural.wordpress.com/
Http://www.bushfarms.com/bees.htm
http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com/
http://www.anarchyapiaries.org/
http://www.biobees.com/
http://entomology.ucdavis.edu/faculty/facpage.cfm?id=mussen
http://www.mancina.vispa.com/cleveland/robandrews.html
http://maarec.cas.psu.edu/bkCD/HBBIology/breeding_genetics.htm

http://www.glenn -apiaries.com/genetics.htm

SACRAMENTO AREA BEEK EEPERS ASSOCIATION
C/O SACRAMENTO BEEK EEPING SUPPLIES

2110 X STREET,

SACRAMENTO, CA 95818

Website: www.sacbeekeepers.org
E-mail: info@sacheekeepers.org
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Happy Thanksgiving!




