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The annual picnic of the Sacramento Area Beekeepers Association was 
held on Saturday, July 14, 2007 at Miller Park on the Sacramento river.  
We found a nice shady spot overlooking the river with entertainment from 
passing boats, a resident flock of Canadian geese, and even some resident 
squirrels.  Fourteen members and friends enjoyed good food and conversa-
tion, (thanks to all who brought the tasty food!) and Ernie Buda brought a 
demo hive he built to share.  The event ended with a couple of brain teasers.          (Photos from Robert Rollins) 

Respectfully submitted, David Ogden, Picnic Chairman 

 

 

 

Bee Travels 
George Bleekman writes in that he “just returned from the better part of a month in Peru, both in the Amazon 
Rainforest and the highlands.   Along with a fascinating trip to that part of the world (and Bolivia) I was intro-
duced to “log dwelling bees” 90 miles deep into the Amazon River Basin. No roads (travel by small boat and dugout 
canoe), no electricity, little running water and an extremely muddy Amazon River.  I was visiting a rum (sugar 
cane) distilling operation in one of the villages along the Amazon and the operator also kept one “log” of bees.  The 
bees were very small (large fly size) and black without stingers.  Once or twice a year the beekeeper would harvest 
the honey by removing the plug at the end of the 3 ft. hollow log and “hand removing” honey, comb and bees.  
Honey was processed through cloth.  

I also found that in the Alta Plano (high plains) area of Lake Titicaca (around 12,000 feet elevation) there are no 
beekeepers of honey bees.  It is too high and forage is very limited during the non-growing season.  I did see small 
bumble bees on some flowers in the city of Puno, Peru (also around 12,000 ft.) and they were car-
rying small amounts of pollen in their pollen sacs. 

I missed the earthquake (Lima) there by two days as we were already in Machu Picchu where at 
6:30 PM while having dinner in Agua Calientes (village of Machu Picchu) over a tributary of the 
Amazon, the light fixtures began to swing.  We were a long way from Lima at this point.  When I 
get my digital photos on the computer I’ll send a photo of the “log bees”. “  



 

Reprint of article Bodies of Evidence—Vanishing Bees May Get By with a Little Help from the Army by 
Matt Sullivan, in Popular Mechanics, September 2007 issue (with a related podcast at 
www.popularmechanics.com—search for “bees”) 
 
“Since last fall, the strange phenomenon known as Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) has killed off a quarter of Amer-
ica's honeybee population, and threatened 25 percent of our food supply. (A wide variety of crops rely on pollination.) 
This past spring, a nationwide effort by top DNA scientists determined that CCD is probably caused by a number of 
factors, including multiple bee-killing viruses. But identifying specific viruses with DNA sequencing is a slow, pains-
taking process.  
 
“That's where Charles Wick (then the leader of the chemical and biological detection team at the Army's Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds in Maryland) came in, volunteering a microwave-size invention to help the cause. Originally used to 
screen drinking water for pathogens, Wick's 50-pound Integrated Virus Detection System (IVDS) hits a sample with an 
electric charge, then counts and sizes the particles making up the sample to identify viruses. By measuring to the 
nanometer, the IVDS can pin down a disease in 10 minutes.  
 
“As a trial run, CCD surveyors sent Wick samples from suffering beehives, which he liquefied in a blender, filtered us-
ing a cheesecloth, and ran through the IVDS. "They'd been working on this for six or seven months," Wick says, "so we 
brought in a new technology and immediately detected the pathogens they were looking for."  
 
“The surveyors were astonished: Within minutes, the IVDS had found multiple suspicious viruses, kick-starting the 
chase for the cause of the collapsed colonies. Wick's invention is now part of the ongoing CCD effort, and a commercial 
version of the device has just been released.”      

     - Thanks to Bob Sugar for pointing out this interesting news item 

 

Bee Defenses 
Some of you may have seen the video clip on the web showing Japanese honeybees killing a large hornet which is in-
vading their hive.  (Search for “Japanese honeybees”)   
 
Here’s the detail on how these small bees defend themselves against these larger predatory hornets (from http://
www.bio.davidson.edu/people/midorcas/animalphysiology/websites/2001/Thawley/defense.htm) 
  

“While almost everyone has some personal experience with the main forms of hymenopteran defense (the biting mouth-
parts and seemingly omnipresent stinger), some hymenopterans have developed an ingenious method of defense di-
rectly dependent on their endothermic properties. 

“The Japanese honeybee (Apis cerana japonica) has a unique way of defeating its sympatric predator, the giant hornet 
(Vespa mandarinia japonica).  The Japanese honeybee is a small creature with a correspondingly small sting; as its 
primary means of defense cannot inflict much damage against such a large predator as the giant hornet, it requires 
another method of defense (Ono et al 1995).  Instead of utilizing its stinger against the pack-hunting hornet, the honey-
bee instead waits for the predator, having earlier detected traces of its pheremonal hunting signals.  As a hornet ap-
proaches the nest in an attempt to kill honeybees, a hundred or so will guard the nest entrance in an attempt to draw it 
on.  When the hornet enters the nest, it is immediately mobbed by a clump of approximately 500 honeybees, which, 
surprisingly, do not sting the hornet to death as previously thought (Schmidt-Nielsen 2001).  Instead, the bees heat 
themselves up to 47 degrees C very quickly using their flight muscles.  As the hornet’s upper lethal temperature is 44-
46 degrees C, it is killed quickly, effectively baked to death by the large clump of bees.  The Japanese honeybee dis-
plays an amazing defensive adaptation, using its already extant endothermic qualities as an effective defense mecha-
nism against their natural predator, the giant hornet (Ono et al 1995).”      -  

      - Thanks to Randy Kehoe for forwarding the video clip 
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  New Tech for Bees 

http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/earth/4219746.html##�
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Honey Recipe of the Month 
 

Bee Classifieds   
FOR SALE:  New high quality Fritz extractor 3/15 and 5 gal bucket w/ honey gate, and “BeeCool” solar hive fan.  
$650.   (530) 666-9713 or Shlien@msn.com 
 
FOR SALE: 24” diameter x 32” high stainless steel honey straining tank with lid and fine mesh steel strainer.  
$150.  Call Oakley Gack at (916) 489-0340 
 
WANTED:  Your contributions of bee-related articles, tips, questions, personal experiences, trivia, recipes, and book 
or website reviews for future newsletters.  Email them to the editor at dugongs@sbcglobal.net or mail to 3517 57th 
St., Sacramento, 95820.  Please share your bee tales!       

c/o Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies 
2110 X Street, Sacramento, CA  95818 

 
SACRAMENTO AREA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

E-mail (newsletter editor): dugongs@sbcglobal.net 
 
Address Correction Requested 

———The Bee Line——- 
September 2007 

Next Meeting: 

Tues., Sept. 18, 7:30 

 

Berry Cobbler 
4 c. fresh or thawed blackberries and/or others 1 c. sifted flour 
1 T. lemon juice     1-1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1/3—1/2 c. honey    Dash of salt 
Dash of nutmeg     1/4 c. butter or shortening 
2 T. butter or margarine , melted   1 egg, beaten 
1 T sugar     1/4 c. milk 
 
Combine berries and lemon juice, nutmeg and melted butter in bottom of shallow baking pan (e.g., 9 x 9 x 2”)  
Drizzle with honey (amount depending on how sweet the berries are).  In a bowl, sift flour, baking powder,  sugar 
and salt together.  Work in butter or shortening with knives or pastry blender until the consistency of corn meal.  
Stir in the beaten egg and the milk with a fork.  Spread the dough gently over the berries. Lightly dust with cin-
namon sugar if desired.  Bake in preheated 350’ oven for 35—40 minutes or until fruit is tender and bubbling up.    
Cut in squares and serve warm with whipped or ice cream.  Delicious!                     -  Georgianna Pfost 
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