
Mentors’ Tips for August 
 
The hives are the most populous of the year in July and August, as the queen 
has been slowing down egg laying since the middle to end of June.  As the 
brood production slows, pollen coming in is stored so you should see frames of stored pollen 
in the hives.  This pollen will be used for rearing mid to late fall brood by the bees.  The main 
nectar flows in the area have slowed or ended and for the rest of the year the bees will be 
compacting the brood nest down and moving honey up above.  As honey is capped off it's 
time to pull it off and extract or package as comb honey. Keep an eye out for signs of mites 
such as deformed wings as this time of year the bees brood production is slowing but the 
mites production is still increasing so we will see a greater percentage of mites per bee 
population now.  Do your mite drop counts and start your own methods of treatments, if any, 
from now through the end of October as honey gets pulled off the hives. 

As Submitted by Ray Marler 
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Great news, especially for foothill area bee-
keepers.  Sean Kriletich, a several year 
member of SABA has graciously agreed to 
formally become a SABA Mentor.  The 
ñmentoringò process is not new to Sean, he 
has presented basic beekeeping classes and 
invited new beekeepers to his apiaries to 
give them direct and close up demonstration 
of the what, why and how of beekeeping. He 
lives in, and his apiaries are in the foothills 
so he is familiar with the seasonal differ-
ences encountered.  His Bio describes his 
basic methodology. 

Sean Kriletich has been keeping bees in 
Amador and Calaveras counties for 20 years 
as part of his families small-scale permacul-

ture farm.  He tends to several dozen hives 
using organic practices.  The only pesticide 
used is organic powdered sugar and the 
bees are very rarely fed sugar water or pol-
len substitute.  Sean is interested in helping 
others at elevations between 1000ô and 
3500ô keep honeybees sustainably and suc-
cessfully using low impact techniques that 
will work towards creating more robust ge-
netic strains of Apis Melifera for the foot-
hills.  Contact:  palomapollina-
tors@fastmail.es  Office: (209) 223-6837, 
Home (209)223-1307ò 

Welcome Sean and thank you for your will-
ingness to share your knowledge. 

Submtted by Ernie Buda 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

The distance Honey Bee forages varies based on what is blooming at the time.  They 
go where they need to go Three miles from the hive is a common statement of the 
ònormaló distance beesõ forage.  But various texts document five and as many as 7 
miles from the hive.  Of course the shorter the distance the better ð shorter distance 
equals more daily trips and more daily trips equals more pollen, more nectar and more 

honey.   

We have a general concept of how much a mile is.  If the forage distance is a modest 
one mile radius your bees are foraging in 2009.6 acres.  To break that down to a resi-
dential setting, a traditional single family home density standard had been five homes 
per acre. (That density is frequently greater in newer areas.)  Some basic math shows 
that your bees are potentially pollinating the gardens and flowers of more than ten 
thousand homes.   

Submitted by Ernie Buda 



PRESIDENTS CORNER:  I have often heard the expression 
that the older you get the faster time goes!  By that standard I 
must have gotten really old, the month of July has just disap-
peared.  Each month the meeting provides added gratifica-
tion, seeing again a new record attendance of over 60; sev-
eral people walking in for the first time and when greeted say 
they are there for the bee meeting and to join SABA. 

The programs, arranged by your most able Vice President 
David Ogden, provide valued information.  It is no longer the 
question of what the program topic could be but how are we 
going to fit all the options in. About the only down side of the 
meeting, for me, is when I must call an end to the break. I 
see and overhear so much great exchanges taking place 
between beekeepers. Experienced beekeepers sharing with 
less experienced members, beekeepers sharing with others 
the lessons learned both the easy and the hard way.  (We 
really remember those we learn the hard way.)  Based on 
these observations I believe many are more knowledgeable 
than they are willing to acknowledge.  I would encourage 
many of you to, at least, place you name on the list of SABA 
Partners so others will feel comfortable in contacting you 
when they have a question. 

The open house is coming up just over the horizon.  This is a 
first so there will be lessons to learn; when we presented the 
open house to visitors at the Master Gardeners Harvest Day 
Festival on Saturday August 1st we received very positive 
response with people then taking the flyer.  We received 
many requests about the purchase of local honey (we where 
not allowed to sell at the Festival) and of course we encour-
aged attendance at the open house.  We need members to 
take the step and committing to selling some of their honey at 
the event.  Even if sales have never been your intent, as in 
my case, providing the option to the public of having varied 
product available is good all around.  You offset a bit of the 
cost of the hobby, the public get educated on what ñrealò 
honey tastes like, the honey bee is presented in a positive 

manner and for those who find relief from allergies of course 
the benefit is oblivious.  In addition to the honey sales will be 
sampling of numerous honeys, both local and purchased so we 
will need assistance in simply controlling the tasting process.  
We will have beekeeping equipment on display so we will need 
some members to be available to answer beekeeping ques-
tions and explain how beekeeping works. Some urban folks 
would be ideal because one of the issues here is:  ñI would love 
to keep bees but I donôt live in the country.ò 

Brian Fishback and I will be coordinating the event; any thought 
you have pass them on and of course please 

I will again, at the August meeting pass around a sign up sheet.  
It was pointed out after the July meeting that I had not placed 
the date and time on the sheet and people where deterred by 
not knowing that information.  That will be corrected.  It will take 
cooperation by numerous members to make this a success but 
I am confident that it will all come together. 

The foregoing speaks of what is yet to come.  But let me briefly 
mention a success of what has past.  Again thanks are owed to 
David Ogden for coordinating; of course speak of the picnic 
held at the UC Davis Bee Lab. The event was a great success, 
Brian Fishback took over as grill master ï smoke billowed 
flames flashed and perfectly done burgers and hot dogs 
emerged, the great grill work plus the scrumptious pot luck 
dishes supplied by members assured that no one went away 
hungry.  Thanks to all. 

The check for one thousand dollars to the Laidlaw Research 
Center was presented and accepted by the head of the UC 
Davis Entomology Dept, Michael Parralla.  Also attending 
where Sue Colby and several other members of the UC Davis 
bee research team.  (By the way did you know that the UC 
Davis Entomology Program was recently rated at the best in 
the country.)  See more information elsewhere in this Beeline. 
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MASTER GARDENERS- 2009 HARVEST FESTIVAL  

This is an annual event scheduled for the first Saturday in August.  SABA participated for the first time this year.  Camera at the 
ready, so there could be a pictures to accompany this article, myself and able partners Tex Winn and Bill Bisharat began setting 
up our space at 7am to be ready for the opening time of 8 am. The final item in the set up is the observation hive.  I used my set 
up which holds four medium frames.  Two were from the brood chamber; the top two were one of capped honey and one with 
fresh nectar. 

Well, from before opening until nearly an hour after the official closing at 2 pm the three of us never had time to take a picture.  I 
did not even note who was set up across from or next to us.  We had constant interaction with attendees who did not ask the typi-
cal ñHow often do you get stung?ò questions, but rather serious inquires and discussions about beekeeping, the value of honey in 
the diet, etc.  We talked with a number of folks who are hobby beekeepers who did not know that SABA existed; exchanged infor-
mation with them and answered numerous Mentor type questions.  There were many who expressed serious interest in keeping 
bees and had no idea where to start ï of course we offered SABA membership as the ideal answer. 

Two or three drops at a time we dispensed nearly a pound of honey for sampling.  (There was wide spread agreement that this 
was the best honey they had ever tasted ï of course I knew that, it was a bottle of my just extracted 2009 first harvest.)  Invitation 
to attend a SABA meeting was the norm, numerous membership applications where provided; many dozens of flyers about the 
Open House - Honey tasting ï Honey Sale where distributed.   My comrades and I packed up and left; a bit weary but invigorated 
by the positive exposure for SABA and the interest of the gardening public in the Honey Bee. 

Submitted by Ernie Buda 



JULY  MINUTES  AND  PROGRAM  NOTES  
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The Meeting  of the Sacramento Area Beekeepers Association was called to order by President Ernie Buda at 7:30 p.m. on July 21, 
2009, at the Belle Cooledge Community Center.  He welcomed visitors and new members. 

V.P. Dave Ogden went over details of the SABA Picnic on July 25th at Harry Laidlaw Bee Lab at U.C. Davis.  SABA will make the 
presentation of its $1,000 research donation at that event.  Dean Stapleton brought honey wine this evening to sample.  Thanks!  
Ernie held the sobriety checkpoint the door. 

The Program was presented by Cheryl Buckwalter and Christy Tveit, Cheryl is a landscape designer who runs Landscape Liaisons 
in Cool (530-887-9887, landscapeliaisons@sbcglobal.net). Christy is a second generation landscape architect.  Her company is CT 
Design Studio of Nevada City (530-470-0784), christy@ctdesignstudio.com).   They both do residential work as well as big pro-
jects like the one they spoke about tonight. 

They showed us their work in making a plan for the Hääagen-Dazs bee-friendly garden design competition at UC Davis.  This was a 
nationwide design competition to create a one-half acre Honey Bee Haven garden at the very Laidlaw Honey Bee Research Facility 
where we will soon be for the SABA picnic.  The goal was to create a pollinator paradise and help resolve seasonal food shortages 
for the ( bee) residents of the bee lab.  The half acre site needed to have permeable walkways to reduce runoff, be accessible, have 
year round food sources for the bees and teach visitors how to attract bees and show how compatible and desirable bees are in a 
garden.  Their design was amazing.  They shared their resources from plant lists to web site to learn more about native, drought 
tolerant, and other bee attractants.  When we read about a plant that we really like, they remind us to check the Sunset Garden 
Book or other source to be sure it will thrive in our specific environment.  One great site at UC Berkeley is 
http://www.cnr.berkeley.edu/urbanbeegardens/index.html;  they have an exhaustive Abee plant list@ and loads of information 
and ideas for urban bee gardens. Cheryl and Christy also point out that the site has reference to h ow much pollen and nectar the 
different plants provide.  

Bees like variety; gardens with ten or more species of plants attract the most bees.  Yet at the same time, they prefer grouping of 
like flowers.  (Picky!)  White, yellow, blue and purple flowers seem to attract the most native pollinators.  A good source for native 
plants is All Things Wild (http://www.allthingswildca.com).   In their design entry for Bee Haven and in all of their work they strive for 
Ariver-friendly landscaping@, Aa holistic approach to landscaping that works with nature to reduce waste, prevent pollution@, and 
support rather than diminish the Sacramento River watershed.  It emphasizes native plants or others that use less water; compost-
ing, mulching  and recycling; and enhancing wildlife habitat (as in creating food for pollinators like honeybees!)  Their design was 
not selected, but they learned a great deal doing it and we enjoyed seeing it and learning more about gardening for bees. 

After the presentation, Nancy Steward circulated the State Fair booth sign up sheet, and we had our break. 

The BUSINESS MEETING began with the Treasurer=s Report by Treasurer Dennis Larson.  The balance is approximately $4,700.  
We have the Bee Lab donation to make, and a number of bills to pay.  Dennis estimates a balance of $2,700 after debits. Please 
check for, AND RETURN, and book from the SABA Library that you have finished with.  Thanks. 

Ernie reviewed some of the presentations over the past month, including by Dave Ogden and Brian Fishback.  Upcoming public 
events include, of course, the State Fair, the Gold Country Fair in Auburn, and the 2nd SABA Open House on September 20th.  The 
Open House will feature honey tasting and members can sell honey products as well.  Last year about 40 people seriously interest-
ing in learning more about becoming a beekeeper attended.  Ernie announced there were 198 paid students for SABA beekeeping 
classes this year!  Nominations for SABA officers for 2010 will be taken at the October meeting, and elections held in November. 

Tex Winn volunteered to help with the UC Master Gardener Harvest day at Fair Oaks Park the first weekend in August, where 
SABA will have information and an observation hive.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  There were 74 (yes, seventy four)  members and friends present.  This is the largest atten-
dance ever for a SABA meeting.  Glad you all could come. 

Respectfully submitted, Ron Melluish, Secretary. 

 

 

June minutes will be submitted next month.   

mailto:landscapeliaisons@sbcglobal.net
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    I think most of the BBQ goers that attended the bee lab tour had 
a good time. Thanks to those who attended and brought food.  Two 
(2) eight foot tables were loaded with delicious food stuff.  We 
served 63 people. 

Additional thanks to Brian Fishback who hauled the tables and 
chairs and took over the hamburger cooking. 

Thank you to my wife, Diann, who helped with the planning and 
setup. 

 Our next party is at the  December 15th meeting at the Belle 
Cooledge Center. Last year Anita Winn and Brenda Terry did a 
great job with decorations and organization. They are willing to 
work on the program this year but would like some assistance from 
other club members. This a good time to help the club to put to-
gether a fun evening. So contact either Anita or Brenda and volun-
teer your help. 

Anita Winn email:  awinn214@aol.com 

Brenda Terry email:  btbuzz@gmail.com 

 

Submitted by David Ogden 

SABA A NNUAL  UC D AVIS  TOUR  & BBQ  

HARK, THERE THEY GO, I MUST HASTEN AFTER THEM FOR I AM THEIR 

LEADER!!  

This is your organization, it does not run its self, I stated in January that I would not seek a third year as 
SABA President, I believe David Ogden has also stated that he will not seek a subsequent year as Vice 
President, Ron Melluish has in conversation, indicated he is looking forward (after three or more years) to 
attending meetings and not being responsible for minutes.  So I am reasonably sure that at a minimum three 

of the elected offices will be available for new leaders.  New ideas, new energy is needed to keep SABA growing and enhancing 
is image as a dynamic and got it together organization.  When you look in the mirror you will see one of those potential leaders.  
So here is the basic time table for the election process.  I am looking forward to passing the ñgavelò to new and invigorated lead-
ers. 

The SABA election cycle is not far off.  Nominations for the four elected offices (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treas-
urer) will be made at the October general membership meeting. The President is responsible no later than the October meeting to 
have appointed a Nominating committee of one or more persons that will be responsible for confirming with all nominees that they 
accept the nomination; to have at the November meeting printed ballots; to issue ballots to members eligible to vote and to subse-
quently tally the ballots. The ballot results are to be presented to the President.  The President will announce the results of the 
election ï no vote tally numbers will be announced. 

You do not need to be present at the nomination meeting to have your name entered into nomination.  Should a member be nomi-
nated for more than one office that person shall be required to select which office if any to vie for.  Each nomination shall be re-
quired to have a second.  Should, following the poling of nominated persons there be no one accepting nomination for any office, 
the nominating committee in conjunction with the Executive Board shall seek a suitable candidate for that/those office(s). 

The slate of persons running for office shall be published in the November newsletter.   The persons elected to the offices shall 
assume their duties on January 1, the term ending on December 31 of the same year.  A member may be elected to and serve 
more that one year in office. 

It should be noted that to achieve this schedule there will need to be changes made to the Associationôs by laws, those changes 
are in process.  They will be announced in advance and come to a membership vote at a general membership meeting. 

Submitted by Ernie Buda 

  



 

2009 California State Fair 

August 21 -Sept 7, 2009 
 

Volunteer are still needed, please sign up for a shift and help spread the honey!  
 

Honey is also needed for the tasting booth  

 
Contact:  Pam Hill at: Sacramento Beekeeping Supply Store at 916 -451-2337 

 

 

ALWAYS WANTED:  Your contributions of articles, websites, recipes, 

tips, questions, book reviews, ads and other bee -related items for fu-

ture newsletters.  Email them to the Brenda Terry by the 30th of the 

month at btbuzz@gmail.com or mail to SABA, 8424 Arcaro Court, Cit-

rus Heights, CA 95610.  Please keep sharing your stories.   

 

GO TREELESS :  Sign up for the emailed (pdf) newsletter.  Just email  

btbuzz@gmail.com, subject -line òTreeless.ó 
 

 

 Someone left a blue and white Igloo cooler with three large plastic dish lids 

at the picnic.  Contact Ernie to make arrangements to have it returned.  

H ONEYñWALNUT  M UFFINS  
 
  2 cups sifted flour (whole wheat pastry works nicely)   1/4 cup oil  

  1 T. baking powder       1/4 cup honey 

  1/2 tsp salt        1 cup (scant) milk  

  1/2 tsp. cinnamon       1/2-2/3 cup finely chopped walnuts  

  1/4 tsp. nutmeg       1/3 cup dried currants (optional ñmy addition)  

  1-egg 

Preheat oven to 400õF.  Stir all dry ingredients (except walnuts) together in a mixing bowl.  Make a well in the center of dry 

ingredients and add the egg, oil, honey and milk.  Stir batter until just blended.  Stir in the chopped walnuts and, if de-

sired, currants.   Grease or line about 12 medium sized muffin tins (about 1/2 cup size).   Fill each tin about 3/4 full with  

batter.  Bake at 400õF for 25 minutes until well browned.  These are delicious as is or with just a dab of butter! 

Recipe from òSunset Cookbook of Breads,ó 1976                                                                          Submitted by Georgianna Pfost  
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August’s Meeting Topic: 

The August meeting speaker will 

bring us George Bleekman who 

will bring us an evening of  

Honey Extraction  

 
 

Don’t miss this meeting!!! 

WANTED  

JULY SPEAKER  INFORMATION   

Cheryl Buckwalter of Landscape Liaisons and Christy Tviet of CT Designs spoke to the club of California Native Plants Visited by 
Honey Bees. They provided a list of the plants and resources. 

Cheryl is a Residential Landscape Designer who specializes in water conserving and ecologically responsible landscapes. Christy 
is a practicing Landscape Architecture. Both are available for private consultations. 

They had a great power point presentation that included a review of the Honey Bee Haven that will be built at the UC Davis Bee 
Lab. It is planned to be completed in October. 

Cheryl can be reached at 530-887-9887 and Christy at 530-470-0784. 

Submitted by David Ogden 
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SACRAMENTO AREA BEEK EEPERS 

ASSOCIATION  

 c/o Sacramento Beekeeping Supplies 

2110 X Street, 

Sacramento, CA  95818 

Website:  www.sacbeekeepers.org 

E-mail: info@sacbeekeepers.org 

 

Address Correction Requested 

SABAõs regular meetings are held the third Tuesday 

of each month at 7:30 p.m., at the Belle Cooledge Com-

munity Center, 5699 South Land Park Drive (on the 

southeast corner of Fruitridge Road and South Land 

Park Dr) in Sacramento.  All are welcome!  

 

Aug. 21 thru Sept 7   

                    California State Fair  

     Contact: Pam Hill - 

     Sacramento Beekeeping Supply  

Volunteers are still needed, bring a 

friend and enjoy the fair.   
 

Sept 10 thru 13  -  Gold Country Fair in Auburn  
     Looking for Volunteers  

     Contact :  George Bleekman  

 

Sunday, Sept 20 ñSABA Second Annual Open 

House  

     Sacramento County Extension Building ñ 

     4145 Branch Center Road, Sacramento  

     10-3pm  Open HouseñHoney Tasting ñ Honey Sale 

     Contact:  Ernie Buda at info@sacbeekeepers.org  

 

American Honey Producers Association  
The 2010 AHPA Convention will be in Sacramento, Cali-

fornia.  Convention dates are January 5 -9, 2010.  Fur-

ther information at:  

http://www.americanhoneyproducers.org  

 

National Honey Board continues providing òFreebieó and 

other materials to the Beekeeping Industry:   www.honey.com  

 

Pollinators Partnership:  Members can enter in their 

zip code and it will help them choose high pollinator plants 

for their region.  www.pollinator.org/index.html  

 

Washington State University Researchers Trace 

Sources of Bee Colony Collapse Disorder:  Read about it 

at www.wsunews@wsu.edu.  Look in the July issues.  This is 

a great read.  

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

Happy  Summer! 

 

Welcome New Members  

Judith & Raphael Aubin, Citrus Heights  

Rochelle & Mark Crews, Galt  

Janet Gift, Davis  
Nicki Goldman, Orangevale  

Susan Munoz, Wilton  

Rod Oswalt, Citrus Heights  

Peter Worth, Granite Bay  

Gary Sommer, Elk Grove  

Arnold Ward, Granite Bay  


